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It’s ironic. Computers are becoming more and more 
powerful all the time, performing many more calcula- 
tions per second than ever before, yet until recently the 
methods of preparing data for computer use have re- 
mained virtually unchanged over the years. The key- 
punch, for example, is slow, expensive, and subject to 
human error. It requires several steps, each performed 
by human operators, to convert data to computer lan- 
guage. Small wonder that Control Data Corporation 
decided to do something about the problem. 
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Control Data’s solution is the control data® 915 
Page Reader, the fastest, most economical, most reliable 
data conversion technique on the market today. Using 
an ingenious system of lenses and mirrors, it “reads” 
typewritten data and converts it directly to computer 
language without intermediate processing of any kind, 
and with amazing versatility. Since it reads the same 
language you read, often directly from the source docu- 
ment, it eliminates the costly, error-prone transcription 
of data required by other methods. Just type up your 
data and insert your documents. The 915 does the rest. 
It recognizes all 26 letters of the alphabet, the numerals 
0 through 9, the standard marks of punctuation, and 
special symbols that permit selective reading when 
sensed. Any electric typewriter that uses a one-shot rib- 
bon can be equipped, easily and inexpensively, with the 
standard font of the American Standards Association 
(asa), the unique style of type developed for use with 
optical readers. 


AMERICAN STANDARDS ASSOCIATION- 










It’s Fast 

The outstanding feature of the 915 is its speed. Faster % 

than any other device of its kind, it scans the typewritten 
page line by line at a rate of approximately 370 charac- - 

ters per second, and, to reduce the reading time per 
document even more, it completely ignores blank lines 
and unwanted data. As an example of its speed, it takes 
the 915 only 14 seconds to read an 8 Vi by 11 inch type- 
written page, single-spaced. Reading always proceeds at 
maximum speed because a computer buffers data be- 
tween the 9 1 5 and an output device such as a magnetic 
tape transport. 

It’s Economical 

When you use the 915, there’s no longer any need for 
punched cards. You can easily adapt your standard 
business forms for direct input to your computer. The 
915 accepts single documents 4 to 12 inches wide and 
2 Vi to 14 inches long, besides continuous length fanfold 
sheets. Your most significant savings occur, however, in 
equipment and labor costs. Compared with a keypunch, 
a typewriter is less expensive to own and operate, and it 
takes up much less space. In addition, typists are more 
easily obtained than keypunch operators, and their level 
of productivity is higher, sooner. This is especially im- 
ortant during peak load periods. 




It’s Accurate 

The 915’s record for accuracy and reliability is un- 
matched in the field of optical readers. But accuracy be- 
gins even before the data reaches the 915. Since most 
errors that occur in data processing are made at the con- 
version stage and are of human origin, it stands to reason 
that there will be fewer errors if there is a minimum of 
human intervention. The 915 enables you to eliminate 
errors by using typewritten material, which is easily 
checked and corrected during preparation. No further 
human processing is necessary. 

It’s Automatic 

The control data® 915 Page Reader is fully auto- 
matic. The programs Control Data has developed for 
it see to that. One, the 915 Macro Processor (NIMP), 
enables the programmer quickly and easily to prepare 
reading instructions for any document. Then the 915 
reads these instructions, typed on a standard coding 
form, to the computer. If you prefer an assembly pro- 
gram, there’s the Teleprogrammer Assembly System 
(TAS). Both programs direct the entire reading opera- 
tion, including the transfer of data to any selected out- 
put device. Under program control, the Reader moves 
documents into position for reading, marks and sorts 
documents, performs edit routines, recognizes discreet 
symbols on a document for selective reading. It even 
re-reads, as many as four times, lines rejected because 
of errors. And reading programs can be modified in- 
stantly when the Reader recognizes key information in 
the text of the document being read. 

All this is left for the operator to do is to insert a stack 
of documents, start the first one through the Reader, 
and remove them when they have been read. 

Who Can Use It? 

Anyone who needs better computer input can use the 
915 Page Reader. It’s as simple as that. Whether your 
computer system is large or small, the 915 is the solu- 
tion to your input problems. No other method of data 
conversion can perform faster, more economically, more 
accurately and reliably, and this adds up to savings for 
you. Let your nearest Control Data representative show 
you the 915 Page Reader. You'll wonder how you ever 
got along without it. 



